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Plan
Part I 

1. What is a Common European Home? 
2. Why did it fail to materialise? 

Part II 

1. Do shared aims, freedoms, values and responsibilities exist between Russia and 
the EU today?



A Common European Home
● Mikhail Gorbachev gave an address to the 

Council of Europe (6 July 1989) 

‘Now that the twentieth century is 

entering a concluding phase and both 

the post-war period and the cold war are 

becoming a thing of the past, the 

Europeans have a truly unique chance 

— to play a role in building a new world, 

one that would be worthy of their past, 

of their economic and spiritual potential’ 





Why did it fail to materialise? 
● Vagueness of proposals 
● Security concerns

○ Gorbachev wanted to extend 
the remit of OSCE

○ Promises not to extend 
NATO 

○ Promises which were not kept
● Unwillingness to include Russia
● NATO–Russia Council (replaced 

the NATO–Russia Permanent 
Joint Council)   



Do shared aims, freedoms, values and 
responsibilities exit between Russia and the 

EU today?



Attitudes to LBGT+ 



Attitudes to LBGT+ 
● 47% of Russians support equal 

rights for gay people in general. 
● 63% would accept an 

acquaintance’s homosexuality



Eurobarometer 2019: % of people in each country who "total agree" with the statement that "Gay, lesbian and 

bisexual people should have the same rights as heterosexual people."

Sweden 98% Luxembourg 87% Malta 73% Czech 

Republic

57% Croatia 44%

Netherlands 97% France 85% Austria 70% Lithuania 53% Bulgaria 39%

Spain 91% Belgium 84% Italy 68% Estonia 53% Romania 38%

United 

Kingdom

90% Ireland 83% Greece 64% Poland 49% Slovakia 31%

Denmark 89% Finland 80% Slovenia 64% Latvia 49%

Germany 88% Portugal 78% Cyprus 63% Hungary 48%





Russia’s Relationship with Democracy







What Type of Government Would You Like to See in Russia in the Future 

A state with a market economy, a 

democratic system, respect for human 

rights, similar to Western countries, but with 

its own way of life

31

I don’t care what type of state will be in 

Russia, it only matters to me how well I and 

my family will live

27

A state with a very special structure and a 

special way of development

24

A socialist state with a communist ideology 10

An empire, with a monarchy, like what 

Russia was before 1917

3

Hard to say 5



Russia’s Relationship with the EU













Conclusion
Part I 

1. What is a Common European Home? 
2. Why did it fail to materialise? 

Part II 

1. Do shared aims, freedoms, values and responsibilities exit between Russia and the 
EU today?



Conclusion
Part I 

1. Remains rather poorly defined  
2. Security concerns 

a. Expansion of NATO 
b. Inability to extend the remit of OSCE

Part II 

1. In many ways opinion in Russia is inline with what might be expected of a post-
communist state in the region. However, questions remain over official 
governmental positions and orthodox thinking at governmental level more generally



Cпасибо за внимание!

Thank you for your attention! 

Dziękuję za uwagę!


