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Overview

vEU Regulatory Competition in Asylum Law:
qThe Tiebout theory
qRace to the top
qReduction of transaction costs
qProtection of Human Rights



Tiebout theory 

v‘Allocative efficiency’
qHeterogeneous voters’ preferences
qEvolutionary efficiency

ØDarwinian evolution
ØComparative law and economics scholars

qGeneration of a learning process
ØDisciplinary effect of agents
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Race to the top

vMagnitude of cross-border effects
vRestrictive asylum policies

q(Eventual) Prisoner dilemma situation
vIncrease of populism
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Reduction of transaction costs

vDiversity of laws
qDifferent languages
qAbsence of empirical evidence
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Protection of Human Rights

v‘Europe with a Human Face’
vAmsterdam Treaty of 1999

qArticle 73k
vLisbon Treaty of 2009

qArticle 78
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Cooperation in Asylum Law

vFixed-standard regime & Minimum standard
regime

vMinimum standards (State Discretion)
qFlexibility
qIncreasing total welfare
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Conclusions 
vTiebout argument (total decentralization)

qLarge number of suppliers of legal rules
qNo information deficiencies
qNo externalities

vEU’s competence in refugee law (total centralization)
qReduction of transaction costs
qEqualisation of protection of refugee rights

vEU minimum standard harmonisation
qPrinciple of subsidiarity
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