
Proposals and some practices in order to prevent and 
solve problems arising from individuals of different 

religions and cultures 

Prof. Dr. Zafer Ayvaz 
Editor of Environmental Journal 

ά9ƪƻƭƻƧƛέ 



ImmigrantsΩ ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

Assimilation is mostly a one-way absorption process. 

Whereas integration is a process of providing immigrants with 
equal chances to access opportunities available to native-born. 



 

 

It reflects that receiving societies accept them, 
and provide them with equal rights to express 
their behaviors  along with the native-born, 
while preserving of their differences. 
 



Integration in EU countries 

Å The willingness of immigrants to 
integrate is not enough.  

Å The duty of the receiving 
societies is to accomplish a work 
of accepting and integrating 
them.  

Å Integration has been a priority in 
EU countries, supported at EU 
level through different concrete 
measures included in the 
European Commission's Action 
Plan on the integration of third 
country nationals.  

Å The faster migrants are 
integrated, the better they do 
and the more they contribute to 
their host economies.  



Dimensions of Integration Process 

Å The integration process has 
the legal/political, the 
socioeconomic and the 
cultural/religious dimensions  

Å Legal/political dimension 
relates to governmental issues 
while socioeconomic 
dimension is related both 
governmental and communal.  

Å In this presentation, it will be 
discussed social and 
cultural/religious dimension, 
which concern both host 
societies and immigrants.  
 



Cultural and Social Integration 

ÅImmigration integration 
policy in the EU 
recommends actions, 
such as 
ïshared forums,  
ïinter-cultural dialogue and  
ïeducation about immigrant 

cultures,  

Åwhich enhance  
ïinteraction between 

immigrants and Member 
State citizens and  

ïpromote mutual 
understanding.  



Arts and culture 

Å Commission's Handbook on 
Integration highlights the role 
of arts and culture in giving a 
voice to migrants and 
refugees. 

Å The Commission 
recommended EU financial 
support to cultural diversity 
projects through arts and 
culture.  

Å There is an urgent need to find 
strategies allowing the 
refugees to be included in 
European societies while 
preserving their cultural roots 
and identity. 



Culture as a factor for helping refugees 

ÅIt is focused on culture 
as a factor in helping 
refugees  

ïto recover from trauma,  

ïdevelop their skills, and  

ïfeel empowered,  

ïas well as contributing to 
conflict resolution and 
prevention, and  

ïmutual understanding 



Tolerance 

ÅMigration is a huge asset and a 
challenge within Europe.  

Å The key to mastering this 
challenge would be tolerance, 
and one task of the cultural 
institutes is to promote 
tolerance in the entire society. 

Å Integration is an ongoing 
process rather than a final 
destination, focusing not only 
on immigrants themselves but 
also on the responsibilities of 
the receiving societies and 
state authorities. 



Activities regarding integration 
done by host societies 



 
 

Governmental and international 
activities 

 
 

ÅLisbon Treaty that came into 
force in December of 2009 
and articulated the 
European initiatives to 
support the policies of 
Member States in the area 
of immigrant integration. 

Å International Convention on 
the Protection of the Rights 
of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families 

ÅUnited Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights of Migrants 



Committees, 
programs 

. 

Å The Committee on 
Migration, Refugees and 
Displaced Persons, 
Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

Å Council of Europe, 
The Intercultural cities 
program 

Å KNOMAD, the Global 
Knowledge Partnership on 
Migration and Development, 
is a brain trust for the global 
migration community.  

Å ifa (Institut ŦǸǊ 
Auslandsbeziehungen) is 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
intermediary organization 
for international cultural 
relation.  

 



 
Projects  

 
ÅCauses and Consequences 

of Socio-Cultural Integration 
Processes among New 
Immigrants in Europe. 
Georg-August-¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŅǘ, 
Germany 

ÅNight spaces: Migration, 
Culture and IntegraTion in 
Europe (NITE) for 
supporting community 
wellbeing and better 
integration. Project 
Partners: Netherlands; UK; 
Germany; Denmark; Ireland. 
 



Books and 
journals  

 

ÅCultural Integration 
of Immigrants in 
Europe  

ÅHandbook on 
Integration for 
policy-makers and 
practitioners by 
European 
Commission. 

Å International 
Migration Review is 
an interdisciplinary 
journal  



Research Centers   

Å Migration Policy Centre 

Å The European Policy Centre 

Å The University of Oxford's 
Centre on Migration, Policy 
and Society 

Å ¢ƘŜ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ 
National Centre on Immigrant 
Integration Policy 

Å The Institute for Migration 
Research and Intercultural 
Studies (IMIS) at hǎƴŀōǊǸŎƪ 
University  

Å The Interdisciplinary Research 
Group on Immigration of the 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra in 
Barcelona.  

Å The master's programme in 
Migration Studies at the 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra. 



Websites 
ÅGood practices in 

EU   

ÅMigration Data 
Portal  

ÅEuropean Migration 
Law is a unique 
website which 
offers easy and 
rapid access to EU 
law, case laws and 
news in the fields of 
asylum, immigration 
and free movement 
of people.  

 



Financial 
supports 
Å The European 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
Asylum, 
Migration and 
Integration Fund 

Å Europe for 
Citizens 
Programme 

Å The Creative 
Europe 
Programme  

 


